The role of ifosfamide in gynecologic cancer.
Ifosfamide exhibits promising activity in a variety of gynecologic neoplasms. In carcinoma of the ovary, the drug shows clear-cut activity, effecting responses in patients who have proven clinically resistant to cisplatin-based combination chemotherapy. In carcinoma of the cervix, the drug also appears to be highly active, both as a single agent and in combination with other agents, such as the platinum compounds. The drug is active in uterine sarcomas and appears to be the most active agent studied to date in mixed mesodermal sarcomas of the uterus. The drug's role in combination with other agents in the treatment of all of these neoplasms is under study, but cannot be determined from currently available data on combination therapy. Its activity in other gynecologic tumors, such as endometrial carcinoma and ovarian germ cell tumors, is also indeterminate at present. Although further studies are needed, current evidence supports the contention that ifosfamide is a major new active drug in the management of gynecologic cancers.